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L’Arche Clinton Wish List 
 Hobby Lobby gift cards 

 Craft Kits 

 Holiday Decorations 

 Gas and grocery cards 

 Household needs (toilet paper, 

dishwasher pods, cleaning supplies) 

 2-seated Glider for patio (Arch II) 

 Patio set with umbrella (Arch IV) 

 Cookie sheets 

 Casserole dishes 

 Tickets to Lumber Kings game or 

movie 

 River City Gold and/or Wal-Mart 

Gift Cards 

 House memberships (Sawmill mu-

seum, Discovery Center, YWCA, 

etc.) 

 Circa 21 tickets 

 TaxSlayer Center vouchers for 

concerts 

 Tickets to activities/attractions 

(movies, showboat, Adven-

tureland, etc.) 

HELP US with our transportation needs! 

We are in need of reliable mini-vans 
(7-8 passenger, 2010 or newer with under 100,000 miles) 

If you’d like to donate some-

thing on this list, or make a 

cash donation, call 

Jean Bormann, 

Director of Development and 

Communications, 

563-249-2569 or email her at 

DDC@larcheclinton.org  
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 L’Arche Clinton — Where fellowship, faith and fun reside! 

L’Arche Clinton says good-bye to Gene, one tear at a time 
By Carolyn Luebe 
Director of Professional Services 

 In the spring of 2016, L’Arche Clinton 
Community Leader Devin Land approached 
me and asked if I knew Gene Shannon. I 
shared that I did, having come to know him 
over the years through PEP, Special Olym-
pics and other activities that the L’Arche 

Clinton core members participated in. When 
I learned that Gene’s family was interested 
in possibly having him come to live in our 
community, I was so excited. Gene was 
someone, who in his quiet and gentle way, 
had touched my heart over the years. When-
ever he would see me he would greet me 
with a smile, a hug and a kind word, calling 
me by name.  
 On June 28, 2016, L’Arche Clinton wel-
comed Gene into Arch IV. At the time Gene 
moved in, he was still recovering from an 
accidental fall that led to limited mobility 
for him. Arch IV, our newest and most ac-
cessible home was a perfect fit for him. 
 It did not take long for Gene to become a 
beloved member of our community. He had 
an engaging and witty personality. I often 
wished I had written down some of the 
things he said that warmed my heart and 
made me smile.  Gene loved to sit in his 
recliner and work on his word search puzzle 
book. Oftentimes when playing UNO, if he 
did not win, he would say to the winner of 
that game, “you cheated.” Gene initiated 

becoming a member of Prince of Peace Par-
ish not long after moving into L’Arche Clin-
ton. My favorite memory of Gene was of his 
participation in evening prayer in his home. 
Faithfully, Gene would pray for his mom 
who had died a few years earlier. He always 
shared “I miss you mom, I love you, I hope 
you’re doing okay.” Gene was a person of 
deep faith. He was grateful for the people in 
his life and able to express his love and con-
cern for them in so many ways. Gene would 
often say to me and I know to others, “you 
are my favorite person in the whole world.” 
To hear those words from Gene was not 
something I took lightly.  
 Gene could be stubborn and insist that he 
could do things for himself. He would often 
say “I can do it myself, I’ve got a brain.” 
Over time though, as things became more of 
a challenge for him, in his frustration he 
would say “I’m sorry, I’m trying, I don’t 
remember.” As a man with Down Syn-
drome, in truth, he was aging and showing 
signs of decline. He taught all of us who 
provided his daily cares the importance of 
slowing down, listening, being patient, and 
having compassion for those we journey 

with.  
 In truth, it has been a privilege to jour-
ney with Gene these past few years. It is a 
journey that I will always cherish. Thank 
you Gene for blessing L’Arche Clinton with 
your presence! 

Eugene E. Shannon 
November 13, 1959 – November 4, 2019 



Brenda keeps a watchful eye on Hilary’s 

four-month-old son, Gatlin. 

Carolyn and David greet Holiday Party attendees and 

help them get their name tag. 

The L’Arche peanut gallery encourages smiles from the Arch II core 

members as they pose for a Christmas photo.

The L’Arche Clinton community entertained 

their guests, at the 2019 Holiday Party, with their 

very own version of “How The Grinch Stole 

Christmas.” Our grinch, played by Eric, with his 

trusty dog Max, played by Darren, tried to steal 

Christmas from the Larchees. But even with all 

their Christmas treasures gone, Christmas came. 

For at L’Arche we know Christmas is found in 

the joy of one another. Merry Christmas to you! 

 

 

 Do you have faith? I mean real 
faith. Like asking in prayer and know-
ing God will answer. 
 We were shown that kind of faith 
at a Clinton LumberKings baseball 
game by our Core Member, Gene 
Shannon. 
 Not far into the first inning it be-
gan to rain. Soon the ground crew 
started the cumbersome task of cover-
ing the field. As they worked tireless-
ly, Gene sat patiently watching and 
praying. His prayer was simple: 
“Please God, stop the rain.” He prayed 
this prayer over and over. His eyes 
fixed on the field, he kept his vigil go-
ing, occasionally making the sign of 
the cross and substituting Jesus for 
God but he kept praying.  
 As we sat in the stands watching 
Gene and contemplating what our next 
move should be, (go home or try and 
wait out the rain) we noticed the 
grounds crew heading to the field 
again. We then noticed the rain had 
stopped. When the field was uncov-
ered, dry and ready for play, Gene 
simply said “Thank you God” 
 Now that is faith. It is with that 
same faith we are comforted at the 
time of his death, knowing he is home, 
with his heavenly father and someday 
we will all be reunited in heaven. Rest 
in Peace, Gene.  

Gene Shannon, 
The Faith of Prayer 

peanut gallery encourages smiles from the Arch II core 

members as they pose for a Christmas photo. 

Kenney, Jeff and Darren enjoying their time to-

gether. 


